
for voice and viola

Sappho
on the poetry of

Sleek Aphrodite

Vilnai

Duration: approx. 30'



Then

Mother darling, I can't work the loom,

for sleek Aphrodite has almost crushed 

and broken me with desire for a boy.

I am conscious

how often

those whom I treated

most kindly

especially injure me now.

In gold sandals

dawn like a thief

fell upon me

Night

 has tossed peace into confusion.

The mind

collapses.

Yet come, my friends,

for soon it will be day.

Paralysis

End of a Party

Weathercocks



The Guard Outside the Bridal Chamber

brightness. With luck we'll reach

the harbor, solid ground 

for our black ships.

We are sailors under great gales,

hoping for dry land

to sail to alive with our cargo.

The sky is transforming, 

Awash in the storm we have many

urgent labors ahead. Dry land. 

Silly woman. Why do you lose your head

crooning about a ring?

The doorkeeper's feet are seven fathoms long,

and ten shoemakers used up five coarse ox hides

in cobbling together his giant sandals.

Brightness in Time of Storm

A Ring



The Virgin

Homecoming

No Oblivion

You came 

when I was longing for you,

and to my heart suffering in passion's fire

you were

delicious ice.

Like a sweet apple reddening on the high

tip of the topmost branch and forgotten 

by the apple pickers, not missed but beyond their reach.

Like a hyacinth crushed in the mountains

by men shepherding, lying trampled on the earth

yet blooming purple.

Someone, I tell you,

will remember us.



Friend You Are Gone, But Remember Me
from

Go and be happy.

But remember me, for surely you

know how we worshipped you. If not,

then I want to remind you of all

the exquisite days

we two shared; how

you took garlands of violets,

crocuses and roses, and when by my side

you tied them round you in soft bands,

and you took many flowers

and flung them in loops

about your sapling throat,

how the air was rich with a scent 

of queenly spices made of myrrh

you rubbed smoothly on your limbs,



and on soft beds, gently, your desire

for delicate young women

was satisfied,

and how there was no dance and no

holy shrine

we two didn't share,

no sound,

no

grove.

translated by Willis Barnstone
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Rubato 
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